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EASTER 7
16 May 2021
For those at home
THE GATHERING
Antiphon   
O Lord, hear my voice for I have called to you; of you my heart has spoken; Seek his face; hide not your face from me, alleluia.

Hymn 
Rejoice, the Lord is King, your Lord and King adore;

Mortals, give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore:

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

Jesus, the Saviour, reigns, the God of truth and love;

When he had purged our stains, he took his seat above:  Lift up...
His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o'er earth and heaven;

The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given:  Lift up...
He sits at God's right hand till all his foes submit,

And bow to his command, and fall beneath his feet:  Lift up…
The Greeting 
+In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The Penitential Rite
Lord Jesus, companion of the poor, friend of sinners and outcasts.

         Lord, have mercy

Lord Jesus, Good Shepherd, you search for the sheep that stray: 


Christ, have mercy

Lord Jesus, now ascended into heaven, you intercede for us with the Father:                Lord, have mercy

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.   Amen
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth, 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father; we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen 
Collect
Grant, almighty God, that we may celebrate with heartfelt devotion these days of joy, which we keep in honour of the risen Lord, and that what we relive in remembrance we may always hold to in what we do; through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Acts 1. 15-17, 20-26;   1 John 4. 11-16;   John 17. 11-19
First Reading      A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
One day Peter stood up to speak to the brothers – there were about a hundred and twenty persons in the congregation: ‘Brothers, the passage of scripture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit, speaking through David, foretells the fate of Judas, who offered himself as a guide to the men who arrested Jesus – after having been one of our number and actually sharing this ministry of ours. Now in the Book of Psalms it says: Let someone else take his office. ‘We must therefore choose someone who has been with us the whole time that the Lord Jesus was travelling round with us, someone who was with us right from the time when John was baptising until the day when he was taken up from us – and he can act with us as a witness to his resurrection.’ Having nominated two candidates, Joseph known as Barsabbas, whose surname was Justus, and Matthias, they prayed, ‘Lord, you can read everyone’s heart; show us therefore which of these two you have chosen to take over this ministry and apostolate, which Judas abandoned to go to his proper place.’ They then drew lots for them, and as the lot fell to Matthias, he was listed as one of the twelve apostles.
The word of the Lord   Thanks be to God
Psalm     from Psalm 98 (97)

The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations.

Sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked wonders.

His right hand and his holy arm have brought salvation.

The Lord has made known his salvation; has shown his justice to the nations.

He has remembered his truth and love for the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Shout to the Lord all the earth, ring out your joy. 

Second Reading   

A reading from the First Letter of St John
My dear people, since God has loved us so much, we too should love one another.   No one has ever seen God; but as long as we love one another

God will live in us and his love will be complete in us.   We can know that we are living in him and he is living in us because he lets us share his Spirit.

We ourselves saw and we testify that the Father sent his Son as saviour of the world.   If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him, and he in God.   We ourselves have known and put our faith in God’s love towards ourselves.  God is love and anyone who lives in love lives in God, and God lives in him.

The word of the Lord   Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia.  I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord;

I will come back to you, and your hearts will be full of joy. Alleluia
Gospel
The Lord be with you    And also with you
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John   Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: ‘Holy Father, keep those you have given me true to your name, so that they may be one like us.  While I was with them, I kept those you had given me true to your name.   I have watched over them and not one is lost except the one who chose to be lost, and this was to fulfil the scriptures. But now I am coming to you and while still in the world I say these things to share my joy with them to the full.   I passed your word on to them,and the world hated them, because they belong to the world no more than I belong to the world. I am not asking you to remove them from the world, but to protect them from the evil one.   They do not belong to the world any more than I belong to the world.   Consecrate them in the truth; your word is truth.  As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world, and for their sake I consecrate myself so that they too may be consecrated in truth.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

	
	


Homily (Fr Nick) 
In our Gospel today we see Our Lord praying to His Father - praying to His Father on behalf of His Disciples, with them listening: Jesus prays, “Holy Father, keep those you have given me true to your name, so that they may be one like us.” 
He’s asking that we who are in the world remain faithful and true, that we be protected from the evil one, that we are to be consecrated in the Truth - the Word of God is Truth.
By seeing Jesus speaking to His Father, we see God’s intentions for us - to remain true to God’s Name, to the word and teachings handed down to us from the Apostles.
Jesus asks that the slightly fragile Disciples are protected, asking God to be a Father to them. There’s a sense of them being fragile and needing support and protection. That idea of God being a loving father to us is an image many of us can relate to and find quite helpful in understanding God - 
but there are of course many who find it more of a challenge - I know from my own reading in psychoanalysis that some people - perhaps a large number of people, more than we may think - find it challenging and perhaps even hard or near impossible (because of their own experiences of their fathers or caregivers) to conceive of God as being a loving and kind father Who cares for us, Who wants the best for us, Who nurtures us, Who wants us to be holy, out of love for us. 
Perhaps it’s something which on some level is hard for us all to really, truly grasp in its fullness - the idea of God Who is not distant, but Who truly wants and desires the best for us, for each of us. From our second reading - “No one has ever seen God; but as long as we love one another God will live in us and his love will be complete in us”;
if belief in God as loving is hard at times, and the belief that He loves us is hard, we are called to love one another. Often in other people, and at times in extreme suffering we can see God at work, and the face of Christ.
And today Jesus prays for those whom the Father has given Him - everything belonging to the Father has been given to Jesus the Son, and the Disciples are part of this. And the Disciples have their own responsibility - 
Our Lord is glorified in them. And Our Lord’s calling on us is to continue the loving self-gift of Jesus; the Disciples will be revealed as Disciples through this. Jesus’ work glorifies the Father, and the ongoing presence of love among His Disciples glorifies Jesus.
And we see that echoed in our second reading - “since God has loved us so much, we too should love one another”.  Again, the idea of loving one another, as the keeping of Christ’s commandments and allowing us to abide in God, and God to live in us. “God is love and anyone who lives in love lives in God, and God lives in him”.
In the Gospel today, and in the Gospel of St John in general, I would say that there’s a sense and a theme of ‘movement’ and a sense of ‘space’ - the Word being with God, in a place outside of space and time, and then moving into, entering into space and time by becoming flesh. We see the movements between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - the love and the connection and the community between the Persons of the Trinity. And then today Jesus says that He is coming to the Father - more movement. 
But then too, whilst there’s this movement in the Son returning to the Father, the Son is moving the Disciples, He is sending out the Disciples; Jesus says “As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world”. 
The love of God isn’t just something which circulates inside the Trinity and between the Disciples and between us as we try to fulfil our calling to love one another, but the love of God is also being directed outwards into the world, always beyond ourselves, into the hidden corners of the world. Sometimes we can love ourselves better, and love and appreciate our lives and our world better, and feel better, by loving others, by directing our energy at times towards others.
The Mass and the work of prayer are things which can happen at times in a closed setting away from the outside world, but I would suggest that we have to be careful, and be mindful that our Christian life, and the love which we have, is directed outwards, that we resist the temptation to only be inward looking. This looking outwards, protecting love outwards, is something which of course we’re very good at in this parish, with our concern for and work with the community in which God has placed us. But even the work of prayer can be directed outwards, to God, for others. 
And in sending us out, to bring the love of God outwards, Jesus strengthens us; He will protect His disciples, and consecrate them in the Truth. Jesus asks God that we be protected and strengthened in our work.
Each of us has this work which God has given us - being sent out to love, to be disciples, to make Christ known.
The Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven;

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of the People 
After each petition this response may be used Lord, hear us.   Lord, graciously hear us. 
For the Church, for all Christian people everywhere. For Martin our Bishop, for this diocese, and for all who minister in it.  For all churches in this town, for greater unity in the Church family.  For all who seek to make Christ known, and for our own Christian discipleship.  Lord, hear us ...

For the world.  For peace and stability.  For those who live with suffering and war and with an uncertain future.   For Elizabeth our Queen, for the government in this country, for all in authority, for the good of all.   For the poorest members of our society, for those affected by covid. Lord, hear us ...

For this parish.  For all who live and work within this parish. We pray for our school, for St Richard’s House, for our Scout groups, and for all of our parish activities and events, and for all who give their time in the service of God and others. Lord, hear us ...

For those who suffer.  For those in hospitals, hospices, care homes, and for the housebound.  For the anxious, the mentally ill, and for the isolated, for those in any kind of distress, and for those who see no purpose in life, that they know God’s concern for them. (Especially we pray for ....) Lord, hear us ...

For those who have died.  (Especially we pray for .... ) And we pray for those whose anniversary of death falls at this time, (for ... ) For all those who we love but see no longer, and for those no longer remembered. Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord... May they rest in peace...

We commend all of these our prayers, and the prayers of our own hearts, to almighty God, joining them with the prayers of all of God’s Saints, asking especially the intercession of St Mary Magdalen, St Peter, St Paul, St Leonard, and most especially among them the intercession of Our Lady, Queen of Heaven, whom we greet, saying: Hail Mary ...

Hymn
Alleluya, sing to Jesus, his the sceptre, his the throne;

Alleluya, his the triumph, his the victory alone:

Hark the songs of peaceful Sion thunder like a mighty flood;

Jesus, out of every nation, hath redeemed us by his blood.

Alleluya, not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;

Alleluya, he is near us, faith believes, nor questions how;

Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o'er,

Shall our hearts forget his promise, 'I am with you evermore'?

Alleluya, bread of Angels, thou on earth our food, our stay;

Alleluya, here the sinful flee to thee from day to day;

Intercessor, Friend of sinners, earth's Redeemer, plead for me,

Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea.

Alleluya, King eternal, thee the Lord of lords we own;

Alleluya, born of Mary, earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne:

Thou within the veil hast entered, robed in flesh, our great High Priest;

Thou on earth both priest and victim in the Eucharistic Feast.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven

Give us this day our daily bread

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

Deliver us, Lord, from every evil.   Graciously grant us peace in our days, that by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever.   Amen
Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; look not on our sins, but the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will; who live and reign for ever and ever.   Amen 
Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Act of Spiritual Communion
In union, dear Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body and Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. And since I cannot receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Let me never be separated from you. Let me live and die in your love. Amen.

Prayer of St Richard of Chichester
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have won for us, for all the pains and insults you have borne for us.    O most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you more nearly, 

day by day.   Amen
Prayer 
Almighty ever-living God, who allow those on earth to celebrate divine mysteries, grant, we pray, that Christian hope may draw us onward to where our nature is united with you; through Christ our Lord. Amen
Let us bless the Lord, alleluia, alleluia

Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia
Regina Coeli

Joy to thee, O Queen of Heaven, alleluia

He whom thou wast pleased to bear, alleluia

As he promised hath arisen, alleluia

Pour for us to God, thy prayer, alleluia

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia

For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia

O God, who by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, have brought joy to the whole world: grant, that at the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, his Mother, we may attain to the joys of everlasting life, through the same Christ, our Lord,  Amen
During the week
Monday to Friday the Church will be open 8.30 – 6.30 pm

Monday to Friday the Mass will be offered at 10.30 and 6.00 pm., and on Saturday at 10.30.             Rosary on Wednesday 10.00. 
Easter Weekday
Acts 19. 1-8 

 
Enquirers & catechumens

Monday

John 16. 19-23   
    

Easter Weekday
Acts 20. 17-27   

 Those preparing for marriage

Tuesday 

John 16.5-11
             
          


Dunstan B
     Acts 20. 28-38 

Musicians

 

Wednesday

John 17. 11-19
Easter Weekday
Acts 22.30, 23.6-11                  Our scouting groups
Thursday

John 17. 20-26

Easter weekday
Acts 25. 13-21

The departed (monthly Requiem)       
Friday

 
John 21. 15-19
      
  

Easter weekday
Acts 28. 16-20, 30-31

Children in care

Saturday

John 21.20-end 


The cycle of readings at Mass completes our readings from the Acts of the Apostles and St John’s account of Our Lord’s farewell discourse at the Last Supper. 

NEXT SUNDAY 23rd May 2020  PENTECOST 
Next Sunday’s Readings: Acts 1. 15-17, 20-26;   1 John 4. 11-16;   John 17. 11-19

For Your Prayers
From the congregation 
Noreen Knight, Lesley Manser, Kathleen Hughes, Pam Simmons, Wil Jewitt, David Dawkins, Mary Ralph, Julie Harrison, Philip Brice, Pauline Gregory,
For those in urgent need
Margaret  C, Cameron Matheson, Janet, Kiyoshi Shiibashi, Bruce McGillvray, James Barnecutt, Hugo Rudolf, James Bradley, Barbara Child, Alex Farrant
For those for whom our prayers are asked in the longer term
Monica Ellis, Howard Hill, Maureen Pocock, Marley Nassey,  Stephen Gurden,  Katie Alexander-Redford, Gavin Everton, Christine Lee, Susan Catlin, Andrew Wise, Pippa Parker, Brian Marlow, Colin Rushforth, Alison Stark, Daryl Grevett, Nita Carder
THE DEPARTED
Recently departed      R Ward
Anniversaries 
 16th  
Donald Prescott, Eleanor de Rooij-Cliff, Lillian Wilson

17th  
Thomas Pink, Jessie Shaw

18th  
Ethel Cleverly, Percy Sutton, William Davies

19th  
Robert James Bryant, Enid Thirza Jupp (1991), Jack Bramley (2014)

20th
Br Martin SSF (2014)

21st  
William Ernest Thompsett, Ted Hughes, Edith Wild (2011), Jill Nash (2012), Amy Bennett (2012)

Christian Aid Week finishes today.   Christian Aid is the international development aid organization of the Church of England and other churches in the UK,   This week is the major annual fund-raising effort for Christian Aid and there are envelopes at the back of church which we can put into the collection plate if we would like to make a donation.

Walsingham National Pilgrimage - Monday 31st May
We shall be able to watch this in Church when live-streamed from Walsingham.    More details next week

Saturday sale  on 6th June 10 – 12.30 in the courtyard only -weather permitting and with social distancing, face coverings, and use of sanitiser as provided.   Varied stalls and outside refreshments.   We hope the Book Room will open but no extra donations of books requested.   
